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There seems to be a rather strange
war going on in many of our
churches, one between competing
factions on both sides of the debate

Way Ministries

ADDRESSING THE SPIRITUAL GROWTH NEEDS OF THE MODERN
CHRISTIAN, AND SECURING A FUTURE IN GODLY HOPE.

The War for and against
carlng for the poor

about the poor in our society (and

in some cases in our very churches
themselves). For every story of

some church involved in ministry E

to serve the needs of the poor and
less fortunate (witness churches in
Victoria, Canada that are working
with local civic organizations to
provide affordable housing to low-
income members of their commu-
nity, or a church in Howell, M

establishing amedical clinic in war
-torn Sudan after that country’s
devastating civil war) there are al-
so stories of excessive and ques-
tionable spending that do nothing

Source: http://thegospel coalition.org

to support the poor, but rather only
serve the needs of the church lead-
ership. A recent story surfaced of a
church in Boston purchasing a $3.6
million condo to house its pastor.
This decision naturally caused ma
jor consternation and disapproval
among some factions of the con-
gregation who felt the money
could be better used to advance the
socia mission of the church, while

Editor's Note

Agape Love Wapy Ministries isaministry devoted to the principles and
practices of the First Century Church, and the Great Commandments of our Lord Jesus
Christ, namely: Love the Lord with all your heart, mind, soul & strength, and Love your
neighbor as yourself [Matt. 22-35-40; Mark 12:28-31; Luke 10:25-28].

by Keith R. Thompson
others felt that enough had already
been done for the poor.

Even within the Catholic Church
Pope Francis has re-opened the de-
bate about the church’s role in deal-
ing with the world’'s poor. In one of
his first messages soon after becom-
ing Pope last March Francis called for
a church “that was poor, and of the
poor.” Needless to say this message
has not gone down well within some
quarters of the Catholic diaspora. In
one recent example American Cardi-
nal Raymond Burke openly criticized
some of Pope Francis teachings and
was subsequently removed from a
key Vatican position.

...cont’d on next page
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The War for and against caring for the poor

' ~ poverty and ministering to the needs  spread acceptance within many of
Clearly therefore the issue of fighting of the poor have not found wide-

our churches.

Here are some arguments from the Bible that each side haverelied upon to further their case.

In Support of the Poor

Teachings on supporting and dealing with the poor:

Gal. 2:9/10 reads “And when James, Cephas, and
John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that
had been given to [Paul], they gave [him] and Barnabas
the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the
Gentiles and they to the circumcised. They desired only
that we should remember the poor, the very thing which
| also was eager to do.” Paul reminded the Galatian
church that when he was first accepted into the
church their main advice to him was for him to re-
member his service to the poor, which he was a-
ready very attuned to.

[1 Corinthians. 9:6-9 states that “...He who sows
sparingly will aso reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one
give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver...Asit is writ-
ten: ‘He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor;
His righteousness endures forever.”” The Apostle Paul
was here teaching that giving to the poor is equiva
lent to investing (sowing) in their lives, and will be
richly rewarded.

James 2.5 states “Listen, my beloved brethren: Has
God not chosen the poor of thisworld to berichin faith
and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those
who love Him?" The Apostle James has reminded
us that the poor have a specia place on God's king-
dom (as evidenced from JESUS Sermon on the
Mount when he declared “Blessed are the poor...”)

Luke 11:39-41 reads “Then the Lord said to him,
“Now you Pharisees make the outside of the cup and
dish clean, but your inward part is full of greed and
wickedness. Foolish ones! Did not He who made the
outside make the inside also? But rather give alms of
such things as you have; then indeed all things are
clean to you.” JESUS taught that instead of worry-
ing about what we look like on the outside we
should instead focus on our character and give ams
(to the poor) as a means of transforming us from
the inside to out.

O

In Opposition to supporting the Poor

Matt. 26:11; Mark 14.7: John 12:8 — “...[T]he Poor
you will always have with you, ...but me (JESUS) you
do not always have.” The context of the message was
that his disciples (led by Judas) were criticizing a
woman called Mary who used an expensive per-
fume to wipe JESUS' feet. Judas felt that the per-
fume could have been sold and the funds given to
the poor (even though he didn't really care for the
poor). JESUS was teaching that Mary’'s actions
were a symbolic act in preparation for his burial. In
some circles within the church this message is in-
terpreted as the church need not expend too much
resources on the poor, as they should serve the
needs of the Lord (and by extension his representa
tives) while they are still with us. This interpreta-
tion of the scripture is clearly a questionable one.

Gen. 3:19 “...In the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread...” This scripture explains that Adam’s pun-
ishment for disobeying the commandment of the
Lord in the Garden of Eden was that he had to toil
(work hard) in order to survive, compared to hav-
ing God provide al of his material support before
his fall from grace. Many within the church now
interpret this passage of scripture as the church
should not be giving to the poor, instead we should
be encouraging them to work for their ‘keep'.
While the concept of working to support ones fami-
ly and ones self is consistent with the scriptures it
is aso clear that this passage cannot be interpreted
as us not giving to the poor. The lesson from GOD
was that Adam (and by extension mankind) would
now have to provide for their own survival, as op-
posed to relying upon GOD as before.

| Corinthians. 13:3—“And though | bestow all my
goods to feed the poor, and though | give my body to be
burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” This
scripture is one of the great truisms about our
Christian walk. We do not perform good works
(including giving to the poor) just so that we can be
saved. Instead we perform such good works (also
Page 2



8 Word of Wisdom Section §

In Support of the Poor, contd.
Luke 14:12-14 reads “Then [JESUS] said ..., “When
you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends,
your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest
they also invite you back, and you be repaid. But when
you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame,
the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot
repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of
the just.” This scripture is clearly self-explanatory
asit teachesthat if you give for the express purpose

The War for and against caring for the poor

In Opposition to supporting the Poor, contd.
...contd. from previous page

including giving to the poor) after we' ve become saved
or said another way because we ARE saved. Any of
these works of charity that we do we MUST do them
out of love for the individualsinvolved, and NOT as an
obligation. Even giving to the poor and the less fortu-
nate must not be done for any other reason than ‘the
Love of God that’s shed in our hearts.” (Rom. 5:5).

of getting repaid then there is no blessing to get
from God.

e Matt. 19:21; Mark 10:21; Luke 18:22—Thisisthe
story of the Rich young ruler who having done well
to keep all of the commandments of the Law still
lacked one thing, giving to the poor. In fact JESUS
counseled him that if he wants to be perfect then he
had to include significant donations to the poor as a
part of his spiritual practices.

In addition to many other teachings on giving to the
poor are scriptures that commend those who do as we
see below. These individuals had their donations to the
poor memorialized before the Lord:

0 Cornélius (Acts 10:4)

¢ Tabitha (Acts 9:36)

0 Zacchaeus (Luke 19:8/9)

In many respects the biggest concern
with the poor seems to be based on
what the face of the poor looks like.
Arethey on welfare, or are they
simply unfortunate enough to be un-
employed? Are they people of color,
or not? Are they young single moth-

‘Assuredly, | say to you,
inasmuch as you did it
to one of the least of
these My brethren, you
did it to Me.’

MATTHEW 25:40 (NKJV)

erswith kids, or do they belong to a
nuclear family? Whatever the poor
look like the Bible doesn’t discrimi-
nate against them and neither should
we.

What then can our churches do to
strengthen and promote our ministry
to the poorer members of society. In
her book The Invisible: What the
Church can do to find and serve the
least of these, Arloa Sutter, founder
of Breakthrough Urban Ministriesin

Chicago, identified these three steps

that Churches can employ:

1. Develop atheological framework
about poverty. Too often our
churches teach about every other
issue involving the church, ex-
cept serving the needs of the
poor, which incidentally is one of
the most taught topics by Jesus
during his time on Earth.

2. Organize groups from your
church to volunteer at local min-
Istry organizations. Our church

members need to see the church
in action when it comes to serv-
ing the needs of the underprivi-
leged.

Make care for the poor a spiritual

' discipline. Like prayer and fast-

ing and continuing to fellowship
with each other caring for the
poor is something that should be
encouraged at every opportunity.
It is not something to practice
only once a year, like feeding the
poor at Thanksgiving. That does
very little to fulfill the mandate
from the Lord. Instead setting up
afood pantry of soup kitchen to
provide meals for the less-
fortunate goes along way to-
wards supporting the mission of
the poor. Page 3



8 Word of Wisdom Section §

The War for and agalnst carlng for the poor

In summary, serving the needs of the
poor is not merely aluxury that some
churches can afford. It is not someL
thing that should rank behind the
building fund drive, or behind visit- !
ing a partner church. In essence serv- =

jl political views. It is one
g thing to espouse a view on
the ‘Role of the State’ that
| is minimalist, with a lim-
ited government involve-
ment. However it is quite

another thing for that politi-
cad view to overule the
. |biblical views on the ‘Role

of the Church.” Serving the
needs of the poor
(including widows and or-
phans) is a primary respon-
sibility of the Church of the

ing the needs of the poor IS A PART '1‘ ,I '
OF A CHURCH'S EVANGELIS o Ll
TIC MISSION. Serving the needs of
the poor is a primary way of winning
the battle for their souls. Jesus taught
us in Matthew 25:40 “Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye have doneit £ % :
unto me.” (KJV) Basically you win Many Christian bellevers aso do Lord Jesus Christ. Do not mix polit-
the heart of the Lord when you serve not expend significant resources to ical views with solid biblical teach-
the needs of his most vulnerable peo- serve the needs of the poor because ings. It is NOT what Jesus would
ple. that does not accord with their own do. §

Below isa crucial passage of the Holy Scripturesthat emphasizes the importance of our work
towardsthe poor and the destitute asone that is central to our Christian walk.

M atthew 25
New King James Version (NKJV)

The Son of Man Will Judge all Nations
3L «“\When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all
the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the
throne of His glory. *? All the nations will be gathered
before Him, and He will separate them one from anoth-
er, as ashepherd divides his sheep from the goats.
% And He will set the sheep on Hisright hand, but the
goats on the left. * Then the King will say to those on
Hisright hand, ‘ Come, you blessed of My Father, in-
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world: *for | was hungry and you gave Me
food; | was thirsty and you gave Me drink; | was a
stranger and you took Me in; **| was naked and you
clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me; | wasin
prison and you came to Me.’

37« Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘ Lord,
when did we see Y ou hungry and feed Y ou, or thirsty
and give Y ou drink? *When did we see Y ou a stranger
and take You in, or naked and clothe Y ou?

% 0Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come
to You? “° And the King will answer and say to them,
‘Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch asyou did it to one
of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

“L«Then He will also say to those on the left hand,
‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels: **for | was hun-
gry and you gave Me no food; | was thirsty and you
gave Me no drink; *®1 was a stranger and you did not
take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and
in prison and you did not visit Me.’

““Then they also will answer Him,'¥ saying, ‘Lord,
when did we see Y ou hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to
You? “Then Hewill answer them, saying,
‘Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch asyou did not do
it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’
“6 And these will go away into everlasting punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.”

(italics, bold and underlined added for emphasis)
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR SUPPORTED

MISSIONS:
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He hath shewed thee, O
man, what is good; and
what doth the LORD re-
quire of thee, but to do
justly, and to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with

CZ thy God? Micah 6:8 (KNJV)
j

Agape Love Way
Ministries
123 Main Street, Suite 2-72
Denville, NJ 07834

J

More About Agape L ove Way Ministries
Agape Love Way is a Christian-based non-profit organi-
zation established to promote charity care initiatives
within a religious context, and according to the Holy
Scriptures. It emphasizes the underlying precept of the
Great Commandments of our Lord Jesus Christ, namely
“Love the Lord with all your heart, mind, soul &
strength, and Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Agape Love Way engages in services that support the
homeless and those in need of basic food sustenance. As
such we aim to help individualsin al areas of accommo-
dation needs, food aid, and basic socia services, al the
while promoting the Word and the work of the Lord. We
also provide financial, organizational and administrative
support to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that
are engaged in such services. To learn more about who
we are and what we do send us an email at:

info@agapel oveway.org

Agape Love Way is led by its Executive Director, Keith
Thompson, who is also a Professor of Business, Eco-
nomics and Finance at a local NJ college. Professor
Keith Thompson is a man anointed and inspired to teach
the Word of God through Love. Email him at:

ExecDir ector @agapeloveway.orq

If you have an article or arecipe or even atestimony that
you believe the Body of Christ will benefit from or be
blessed by then submit it to us for consideration in this
newsletter at: news etter @agapel oveway.org

If you like something about this Christian newsletter, or
even if you just have a comment to share then we look
forward to hearing from you so email us at:

contact @agapeloveway.or g

To help us fulfill our mandate and support our various
ministries please consider donating to the cause. We ac-
cept cash and in-kind donations such as food items, light-
ly-worn clothing and household appliances that are no
longer needed. 100% of ALL donations will go to our
various charities. To learn more about how to donate
please send us an email at: donations@agapel oveway.orq

( Help Agape Love Wap Ministries \
support our various ministries. We
financially and directly support food
banks, homeless centers, and other
agenciesthat help thelessfortunate.

Please consider sending a donation of
$10, $20, $30, $50 or any other
amount to usat our address below.
123 Main Street, Suite 2-72, Denville, NJ 07834

We ar e a tax-exempt organization
TIN 46-3772599

\ All donations are tax deducti ble. )
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